
 
 
 
 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO 2015–003 
 
Your request has now been considered under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the 
Act) and we provide our response below. 
 
You asked: 
 
I am writing you to request any information regarding Martyn Underhill's knowledge 
and support for ICT collaboration between Dorset Police (DP) and other forces in the 
South West. Having reviewed the PCC website:  
 
Under the FOI Act, I politely request any background information eg. agenda, 
minutes, draft strategy, outline business case etc. supporting the PCCs decision 
"progress an external review of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to 
inform the development of a Regional ICT Strategy" as referenced in the detail of the 
PCC Decision Log. The decision is titled "Development of a Regional ICT Strategy" 
and dated 12-Nov-14.  
 
I would also request any related information shared with the PCC following this 
decision, regarding further development of the Regional ICT Strategy and the role of 
ICT with regards to the strategic alliance between DP and Devon & Cornwall Police. 
Again, with reference to the PCC website, I believe this information may be found in 
the documents associated with meetings held at a later date; for example: Strategic 
Alliance Workshop (19 November 2014) South West Regional Programme Board (3 
December 2014, 6 January 2015) Meeting Regarding Strategic Alliance (9 December 
2014) Strategic Alliance Meeting (17 December 2014) Strategic Alliance Executive 
Board (7 January 2015) South West Joint Regional Meeting (21 January 2015).  
 
Please email copies of these documents to the address provided. I look forward to 
hearing from you soon. 
 
Your request for information has been considered under the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 (the Act) and our response is as follows: 
 
Following receipt of your request enquiries were made within Dorset Police and the other 
forces and OPCCs within the South West region and I can confirm that some information 
relevant to your request is held.  
 
However, I am not obliged to supply the information that you have requested because the 
following exemption provided by the Act is engaged.  
  
Section 22 - Information intended for future publication  
 
Section 17 (1) of the Act requires the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC), 
when refusing to provide such information (because the information is exempt), to provide 
you the applicant with a notice which: (a) states that fact, (b) specifies the exemption in 
question and (c) states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. 
 
 
 



The exemption provided by Section 22 is a qualified class based exemption, which means 
that those drafting the legislation accepted the potential harm in such a disclosure but 
required the assessment of the public interest considerations before the exemption can be 
relied upon.  
 
Public Interest  
 
For disclosure: 
 
Releasing the information would allow the public to be better informed about the business 
cases relating to the Strategic Alliance with Devon and Cornwall Police and wider Regional 
Collaboration work within the South West region. 
 
There is a general expectation under the Act that all public authorities should be as open 
and transparent as is possible.  
 
Against disclosure: 
 
It is in the public interest that the information is accurate and clear when it is published, to 
avoid any confusion or subsequent amendment. Due to the nature of ongoing strategic 
alliance and regional collaboration work, some documents will go through a lengthy 
development phase and the information held in them will be subject to regular change 
during that period, perhaps as a result of consultations with interested parties. 
 
As a result, it would be inappropriate to release such information at this time, since it would 
cause confusion and possibly interfere with the ongoing work of both the Strategic Alliance 
and Regional Collaboration programme, and set a precedent that might escalate the 
potential harm of subsequent requests.  
 
Balance considerations 
 
After consideration of the above points I have determined that the disclosure of any relevant 
information at this time would not be in the public interest. Any benefit accrued by disclosure 
would be significantly outweighed by the anxiety and confusion caused by premature 
disclosure of any relevant information held.  
 
I should highlight that Section 22 is the appropriate exemption to rely upon at this time but 
that other exemptions might apply and affect any publication made in the future. 
 
 
 


